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Programme 

ÅOverview of Adult Achievement Awards (AAAs)

ÅPhase 1 Pilot Programme: 2015-16

ÅPhase 1 Evaluation 

ÅPhase 2 Schedule: 2016-17

ÅGroup Discussions

ÅNext steps 



Background

ÅNewbattle Abbey College was asked to develop 
AAAs by Education Scotland and the Scottish 
Credit and Qualification Framework (SCQF) 
Partnership 

ÅAwards credit -rated by Edinburgh Napier 
University at SCQF Levels 3, 4 and 6 

ÅAwards offer national accreditation to adults for 
their learning in:

ðthe community 
ðcollege
ðthe workplace
ðthe family
ðthe voluntary sector
ðvolunteering programmes
ðprison 



AAA Features 

Åoptional 
Åcontext -free
Ånot formal programmes themselves but can 

accredit learning in a range of programmes
Åno entry requirements
Åcan be undertaken individually or in groups
Åbased on a Reflective Learning approaches
Åoffer progression to further accredited 

learning
Ålearners supported by local tutors/mentors
Åflexible and inclusive 



How Do AAAs Work? 

ÅAdults should have been involved in learning in 
the past year ðcan also include current learning

ÅAwards based on Learning Outcomes which ask 
adults to:
ðreview learning
ðrecord learning
ðreflect on learning
ðplan future learning

ÅLearners receive:
ðLearner Guide ðwork book 
ðReflective Journal ðassessed document

ÅTutors/Mentors receive Tutor Guide



Reflective Journal

Åbased on Learning Outcomes for each level 
Åonly the Reflective Journal is assessed
Åcan be submitted for assessment: 
ðonline
ðorally
ðin written format
ðwith support from scribe 

Åsigned off locally by tutors/mentors 
Åassessed locally, if appropriate, or by 

Newbattle
Åcertificated by Newbattle



AAA Levels 

ÅSCQF Level 3 (Entry Level)
ð30 hours of learning/750 words approx
ð3 Learning Outcomes 

ÅSCQF Level 4 (Level 1)
ð40 hours of learning/1000 words approx
ð4 Learning Outcomes 

ÅSCQF Level 6 (Level 3) 
ð60 hours of Learning/1500 words approx
ð3 Learning Outcomes

Learning hours include the time it takes to 
complete the Reflective Journal .



Newbattle Provides 

ÅLearner Guides for each level 

ÅReflective Journals

ÅTutor Guides for each level

Åtraining and ongoing support

Åadmin to support awards

Åquality assurance: assessment or external 
verification

Åcertification 



Role of Local Tutors/Mentors 

Åattend AAA training 

Åliaise with potential learners 

Åoffer ongoing support to learners

Åsupport preparation of Reflective Journals

Åsign off and submit Reflective Journals to 
Newbattle for assessment/external 
verification 

Åsupport re -submissions, if necessary 



Scottish Policy Framework for Awards

ÅAdult Literacies in Scotland 
ÅMental Health Strategy for Scotland 
ÅEarly Years Collaborative 
ÅCommunity Learning and Development Planning
ÅAdult ESOL Strategy for Scotland 
ÅNational Plan for Gaelic 
ÅOffender Learning 
ÅFamily Learning 
ÅGetting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) 
ÅSkills for Scotland
ÅScottish Attainment Challenge
ÅNational Parenting Strategy


