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Overview

- Adult Literacy for Life: Why?

- Adult Literacy for Life: How?

- What is a cross-government, cross-economy and cross-

society approach?

- Implementation of ALL

- Next steps



What is Adult Literacy for Life?

A national 10-year adult literacy, numeracy 

and digital literacy strategy with a single vision:

An Ireland where every adult has the necessary 

literacy, numeracy and digital literacy 

to fully engage in society and 

realise their potential.



Why?

Source: PIAAC (Programme for the International Assessment of Adult Competencies) results, 2012



Why?

2020 Programme for Government

‘‘We will:

Develop and implement a new 

10-year Strategy for adult, literacy, 

numeracy, and digital skills 

within the first year of the Government.’’



How?



ALL Development Process

Research and consultation



Pillars, Themes, Actions and Targets



Defining Literacy

In the past, literacy was considered to be the ability to read and write. 

Today, the meaning has evolved to reflect changes in how we live and 

the skills needed by individuals to participate fully in society.



The Support Landscape



A cross government, cross economy and cross 
society approach

While education is fundamental to achieving the vision of 

ALL, real progress will require all Government departments 

and agencies, communities (and the organisations that 

support and represent people), businesses and individuals to 

play an active role. The most fundamental change ALL must 

bring is a collaborative, integrated approach across all actors 

to drive change. 



Implementation Structures and Next Steps



Thank you!

Yvonne McKenna, Director ALL National Programme Office

yvonne.mckenna@SOLAS.ie

www.adultliteracyforlife.ie
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